
ARTICLE 2 - GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

Section 2-1: Incorporation 

 

 All the inhabitants dwelling within the territorial limits of the Town of Oxford as heretofore constituted 

shall continue to be a body politic and corporate under the name of "The Town of Oxford" hereinafter "the 

Town", and as such shall have perpetual succession and may hold and exercise all powers and privileges 

heretofore exercised by the Town not inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter, the additional powers and 

privileges herein conferred, and all powers and privileges conferred upon towns under the general laws of the 

State of Connecticut. 

 

 

Section 2-2: Rights and Obligations 

 

 All property, both real and personal, all rights of action and rights of every description and all securities 

and liens in the Town as of the effective date of this Charter are continued. The Town shall continue to be liable 

for all its debts and obligations. Nothing herein shall be construed to affect the right of the Town to collect any 

assessment, charge, debt or lien. Any contract, agreement, bond or undertaking entered into by, or provided for, 

the benefit of the Town before this date containing provisions calling for performance by or for the benefit of 

any office, board or commission abolished or superseded by this Charter shall continue in full force and effect. 

The powers conferred and the duties imposed with reference to any such contract, agreement, bond or 

undertaking upon any such abolished office, board or commission shall, except as otherwise provided in this 

Charter, thereafter be exercised and discharged by the Board of Selectmen. 

 

 

Section 2-3: General Grant of Powers 

 

 In addition to all powers granted to towns under the Constitution of the State of Connecticut and the 

General Statutes, the Town shall have all powers specifically granted by this Charter and all powers reasonably 

implied in or incidental to the powers expressly granted and all other powers incidental to the management of 

the property, government and affairs of the Town, including the power to enter into contracts with the United 

States government or any federal agency, and the State of Connecticut or any agency or political subdivision 

thereof for the provision of services or the use of facilities; the exercise of which is not expressly forbidden by 

the federal or state constitutions and the laws of the State of Connecticut. The enumeration of particular powers 

in this or any other article of this Charter shall not be construed as limiting this general grant of power, but shall 

be considered an addition thereto. 

 

 

Section 2-4: Organization of Boards and Compensation of Officials 

 

(A) Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, every elected and appointed board shall hold an 

organizational meeting within thirty (30) days of taking office, shall elect a chairman and a secretary, and shall 

determine the days and times of its regular meetings.  Boards may elect a vice-chairman and may make 

regulations for the conduct of their meetings and the execution of their duties.  These regulations and any 

amendments to them shall be filed with the Town Clerk and will become public record.  No employee of the 

Town shall be appointed to any board or commission that oversees their activities. 
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(B) Boards shall set a schedule of regular meetings for the ensuing calendar year, which shall be signed by 

the Chairman or the Secretary and filed with the Town Clerk within seven (7) days of the organizational 

meeting.  No regular meeting can be scheduled within thirty (30) days of such filing, but boards may convene 

special meetings during that time which shall require twenty-four (24) hours notice.  A schedule of regular 

meetings for each subsequent calendar year shall be filed with the Town Clerk in accordance with 

Section 2-5(B) of this Charter.  Boards who wish to maintain their annual schedule of meetings without the 

necessity of posting Special Meetings during the thirty (30) day interim may file this schedule any time prior to 

the first (1
st
) of December. 

 

(C) The compensation of all paid Town officials shall be as recommended by the Board of Selectmen, and 

shall be subject to the same budgeting procedure described in Section 3-5(B) of this Charter. Compensation line 

items may not be increased by the Board of Finance unless a request for an increase has been made by the Board 

of Selectmen. Officials serving without pay shall receive reimbursement for necessary expenses incurred in the 

performance of their duties, subject to the limits of appropriations available for such purposes. 

 

(D) The First Selectman or his designated agent shall provide each person appointed to a board or 

commission with a copy of the ordinance or other source which defines the duties of the office. 

 

 

Section 2-5: Posting and Filing Requirements under the Freedom of Information Act 

 

(A) All meetings of every board, committee and commission shall be open to the public in accordance with 

the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act (Section 1-225 of the General Statutes, hereinafter FOIA), except 

for executive sessions as defined in subsection (6) of Section 1-200 of the General Statutes.  All meeting notices, 

agendas, votes and minutes must be filed with the Town Clerk within the time limits prescribed for such actions 

by FOIA and which are specified in the following paragraphs. 

 

(B) Not later than January 31 of each year, the Chairman or Secretary of all boards shall file a schedule of 

regular meetings for the ensuing calendar year in the office of the Town Clerk.  No regular meeting shall be 

scheduled within thirty (30) days of such filing, but boards may convene special meetings during that time upon 

twenty-four (24) hours notice. 

 

(C) The Clerk or Secretary of each board shall prepare, keep and maintain a record of the proceedings of all 

regular, special and emergency meetings.  Minutes shall include the roll of those present, a description of the 

items of business discussed or transacted, a reference to all correspondence received, and the recorded vote of 

each member on all issues.  In addition, the vote of each member upon any issue before a board must be reduced 

to writing and made available for public inspection in the Town Clerk’s office within forty-eight (48) hours. 

 

(D) Minutes of regular meetings must be filed in the office of the Town Clerk and on the Town’s municipal 

website within seven (7) calendar days.  Minutes of special meetings must be filed within seven (7) business 

days.  Minutes of emergency meetings must state the reason for the emergency and must be filed within 

seventy-two (72) hours after the meeting. 

 

(E) Agendas for regular meetings of the Board of Selectmen shall be filed in the office of the Town Clerk 

not less than forty-eight (48) hours prior to each meeting.  Agendas for regular meetings of all other boards must 

be filed not less than twenty-four (24) hours prior to each meeting and shall be made available to the public and 

posted on the Town’s municipal website within said time.  Agendas for special meetings of all boards, including 

the Board of Selectmen, shall include the business to be conducted, the time and place of the meeting, and shall 

be filed in the Town Clerk’s office not less than twenty-four (24) hours prior to each meeting. 

 

(F) Determining Business Days:  In determining the time within which or by when any notice, agenda, 

record of votes or minutes of special or emergency meetings are required to be filed under this section, 

Saturdays, Sundays, legal holidays and any day that the office of the Town Clerk is closed shall be excluded. 
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Section 2-6: Board Procedure 

 

 The conduct of meetings of all Town boards and commissions shall be generally governed by the most 

recent edition of Robert's Rules of Order, Revised, or by any other set of regulations of parliamentary procedure 

as the Town Meeting may establish by ordinance. 

 


