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In order to formulate a plan to meet the needs of the residents of Oxford, it is important to
understand the characteristics of those residents. The demographic characteristics of the
community describe some of those characteristics. It is equally important to understand the
population trends and forces that will influence the development of the community.

Population Trends

The Town of Oxford has experienced rapid population growth over the past several decades.
The Connecticut Economic Resources Center estimates the population of Connecticut
municipalities for the State Department of Economic and Community Development. CERC
has estimated that the current population of Oxford is 10,881,* a 10.8% increase in just four
years since 2000. This growth rate is one of the highest in the State of Connecticut.

Population Growth in Oxford?

% Change from
Year Population Previous Period % Change from 1950

1950 2,037

1960 3,292 61.6 61.6
1970 4,480 36.1 119.9
1980 6,634 48.1 225.6
1990 8,685 30.9 326.4
2000 9,821 13.1 382.1
2004 10,881 10.8 434.2

The Town’s population has increased over four fold since 1950. The population increased by
over 60% during the 1950’s, a period during which many suburban and rural communities in
Connecticut experienced significant growth. Oxford’s growth has continued unabated during
each decade, although it was somewhat less during the 1990’s. Growth has increased again
during recent years, in conjunction with residential development.

! Connecticut Economic Resource Center, Town Profiles http:/products.cerc.com/pdf/tp/oxford/pdf
2 2000 United States Census WWw.census.gov
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Population Growth in Oxford
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We compared certain population characteristics in Oxford with that of other area towns to
achieve a better understanding of Oxford’s existing and potential role within the region. As
illustrated by the following table and accompanying graph, Oxford is surrounded by
communities with larger populations. Of all neighboring communities, only Middlebury and
Beacon Falls have smaller populations.

Population Density in Area Towns - 20003

2000 Population
Density (people per sq. | Town Land Area (in Sq.
Town 2000 Total Population mile) Miles)

Oxford 9,821 299 32.89
Beacon Falls 5,246 537 9.78
Middlebury 6,451 363 17.75
Monroe 19,247 737 26.13
Naugatuck 30,989 1,891 16.39
Newtown 25,031 433 57.76
Seymour 15,454 1,061 1457
Shelton 38,101 1,246 30.57
Southbury 18,567 475 39.06

¥ 2000 United States Census WWw.census.gov
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2000 Total Population

@ 2000 Total Population

However, an examination of the relative population density of area communities can provide
an indication of the overall character of the community, as well as the likelihood for future
growth. The following graph shows the relative population density of Oxford and area
communities:
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Oxford is the geographically largest of area Towns except for Southbury. Even with its large
area, Oxford’s total population is significantly less than that of Shelton, Naugatuck, Newtown,
Monroe, Southbury and Seymour. Only Beacon Falls and Middlebury have smaller
populations than Oxford.
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In spite of the rapid residential development, Oxford still has the lowest population density of
all surrounding communities. The population density in Oxford is significantly lower than that
of its more urbanized neighbors of Naugatuck, Shelton, and Seymour, but it is also lower than
that of its comparable rural neighbors, such as Newtown, Southbury, and Middlebury. This
indicates that Oxford is more rural than its neighbors, and has the most room, or potential, for
additional residential development.

Age Characteristics

The data shows that Oxford has a greater concentration of young families with children than
New Haven County or the State.

Comparative Age Data - 2000*

Total Population

% of Population

% of Population
in New Haven

% of Population

Age in Oxford in Oxford County in State

Under 18 years 2,663 27.1 24.5 24.7
18 to 24 years 579 5.9 8.7 8
25to 34 years 1,045 10.6 13.6 13.3
35 to 44 years 2,053 20.9 16.3 17.1
45 to 54 years 1,765 18 13.7 14.1
55 to 64 years 859 8.7 8.7 9.1
65 to 74 years 462 4.7 6.8 6.8
75to 84 years 308 3.1 5.6 5.1
85 years and over 87 0.9 2.1 1.9
Median Age 38.4 37.0 374

% 2000 United States Census WWw.census.gov
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Comparison of Age Groups
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The median age of Oxford residents is slightly higher than that of New Haven County or the
State of Connecticut. However, Oxford has a higher percentage of children (under 18), and
adults within the 35 to 44 and 45 to 54 age groups. This indicates that young families with
children are a higher proportion of Oxford’s population than that of either the State or County.

Changes in Age of Oxford Population®

Age Group 2000 1990 % Change
1990-2000
Number % Number %
Under 18 years 2,663 27.1 2462 28.4 8.2
18 to 24 years 579 5.9 675 7.8 -14.2
25to 34 years 1,045 10.6 1377 15.9 -24.1
35 to 44 years 2,053 20.9 1831 211 12.1
45 to 54 years 1,765 18 1025 11.8 72.2
55 to 64 years 859 8.7 615 7.1 39.7
65 to 74 years 462 4.7 463 5.3 -0.2
75 to 84 years 308 3.1 196 2.3 57.1
85 years and
over 87 0.9 41 05 112.2

® 2000 United States Census WWw.census.gov
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The changes in population of the various age groups reflect the overall growth of the
population between 1990 and 2000, but the growth among the different age groups was
uneven. The data indicates the growth of the numbers of families with children, with the
number of children growing by 8.2%, and the number of people in the 35 to 44 age group
growing by 12.1%. This is partially balanced by a decline in the young adult age groups, (18
to 24 and 25-34), which may be caused by increased housing prices.

However, the most significant trend is that the number of people in all age groups of 45 and
older increased significantly, except the 65 to 74 age group which declined slightly. The
largest increases were within the 45 to 54 group, (+72.2%) and the above 75 age groups.

There are two important ramifications of this age-demographic profile. The first is that the
population of Oxford is aging. The large increases in the 45 to 54 and 55 to 64 age groups
have certain implications for housing and social services. The increases shown by this data
occurred prior to the construction of any age restricted housing in town. The number of
Oxford residents in the 55 and over age groups will continue to increase, as the age-restricted
housing is constructed. Therefore, we can conclude that within the next ten years, Oxford will
become home to a larger number of older people.

The other impact has been the increased enrollment in the school system. As families continue
to migrate into Oxford, there is an increased demand for additional school facilities. The Town
has responded to this demand with the recent approval of the construction of Oxford’s first
high school.
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Household Size

The following chart compares changes in the median household of Oxford, with that of New
Haven County and the State of Connecticut, according to the US Census.

Average Household Size

Oxford, New Haven County, and State of Connecticut®

Oxford New Haven County State of Connecticut
1990 3.09 2.55 2.59
2000 294 2.50 2.53

The data shows that the median household size in Oxford is considerably higher than that of
either New Haven County or the State of Connecticut. Housing conditions will be analyzed in
a subsequent report, but Oxford's larger household size is likely to be attributable to the
composition of the housing stock. Both the County and the State have a considerably smaller
percentage of their housing stock in single-family dwellings than does Oxford. Single-family
dwellings tend to house more people than multi-family dwellings.

The data also indicates that the median household sizes have been declining for all three
geographic areas. This overall trend is due to a range of societal factors, such as delayed
marriage, a trend towards smaller families, and the aging of the population. The construction
of age-restricted housing is likely to lead to a continued decline in household size in Oxford.

® 2000 United States Census WWw.census.gov
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Educational Achievement

The level of educational achievement among the residents of a community often correlates
directly with income levels. Educational achievement also has important ramifications for
local and regional economic development efforts. As we will discuss in a later memorandum,
many of the growing, emerging industries that could be the basis for future economic growth
in Oxford, require an educated work force. The economic development strategy should be
consistent with the skill and educational levels of the population.

Educational Achievement - 2000 ’

Oxford and Area Communities

Town Tot. Pop Did Not Complete HS | H.S. Grad Some College | BA/BS Beyond Bachelors
25+ Number % Number | % | Number | % | Number | % | Number %
Oxford
6,563 506 8 2,072 | 32 1,870 | 28 1,339 | 20 776 12
Beacon Falls
3,607 478 13 1,074 | 30 1,078 | 30 598 | 17 379 11
Middlebury
4,662 376 8 1,082 | 23 1,271 | 27 1,002 | 21 931 20
Monroe
12,737 1,120 9 2,991 | 23 3,368 | 26 3,171 | 25 2,087 16
Naugatuck
20,451 3,474 17 7,280 | 36 5815 | 28 2,537 | 12 1,345 7
Newtown
16,765 1,211 7 3,262 | 19 3,938 | 23 5124 | 31 3,230 19
Seymour
10,811 1,618 15 3,712 | 34 3,380 | 31 1,392 | 13 709 7
Shelton
27,013 3,439 13 7,883 | 29 7612 | 28 4,998 | 19 3,081 11
Southbury
13,727 1,485 11 2,968 | 22 3442 | 25 3,354 | 24 2,478 18
State 2,295,617 367,656 16 | 653,300 | 29 | 553,667 | 24 | 416,751 | 18 304,243 13

72000 United States Census WWw.census.gov
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The data indicates that the educational achievement in Oxford is generally comparable or
higher than State averages. Locally, the percent of Oxford adults that have achieved a BA or
BS degree, or have advanced degrees is higher than that of Shelton, Seymour, Naugatuck or
Beacon Falls, but lower than that of Newtown, Monroe, Middlebury, or Southbury. From the
other perspective, Oxford has a lower percentage of adults who did not complete high school
than all other area Towns except Newtown.
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Income
The level of income of residents in a community is a very important measure of the economic

health of the community, its ability to pay for necessary services, and needs of a community.
The following table and chart shows levels of household income in Oxford.

Household Income Levels in Oxford - 20008

Total 3,342 %
Less than $10,000 66 2
$10,000 to $14,999 125 3.7
$15,000 to $19,999 49 1.5
$20,000 to $24,999 84 25
$25,000 to $29,999 74 2.2
$30,000 to $34,999 111 3.3
$35,000 to $39,999 76 2.3
$40,000 to $44,999 138 4.1
$45,000 to $49,999 107 3.2
$50,000 to $59,999 298 8.9
$60,000 to $74,999 475 14.2
$75,000 to $99,999 745 22.3
$100,000 to $124,999 465 13.9
$125,000 to $149,999 264 7.9
$150,000 to $199,999 193 5.8
$200,000 or more 72 22
Median income (dollars) 77,126

Household Income in Oxford
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The income data shows that there is a strong presence of middle income groups in Oxford,
with over half the households having incomes between $60,000 and $125,000.

& 2000 United States Census WWw.census.gov
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Median Household Income in Oxford and Surrounding Communities

2000°
Town Median Household Inc. Median Family Inc. Per Capita Inc.
Oxford $77,126 $80,422 $28,250
Beacon Falls $56,592 $62,461 $25,285
Middlebury $70,469 $81,370 $33,056
Monroe $85,000 $92,514 $34,161
Naugatuck $51,247 $59,216 $22,757
Newtown $90,193 $99,192 $37,786
Seymour $52,408 $65,012 $24,056
Shelton $67,292 $75,523 $29,893
Southbury $61,919 $81,109 $32,545

Median Household Income
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The median household income in Oxford is higher than that of all area towns except Newtown
and Monroe.

% 2000 United States Census WWw.census.gov
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Summary

1. Oxford is the most rural of all area communities, having the lowest population density.

2. The recent increase in population in Oxford over the past several years is consistent
with the historical trends over the past 50 years. We can expect it to continue, as
Oxford is the least developed among neighboring communities and has more “room to
grow.”

3. The population of Oxford is aging and will continue to age. This will have important
ramifications for housing and the provision of social services. The increased number
of residents 55 and over will also result in economic opportunities to serve this
growing population.

4. Incomes in Oxford are among the highest of area communities.

5. Educational achievement levels of Oxford residents are generally above State and
County levels. A high level of educational achievement can have very positive
economic growth impacts.
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MEDIAN AGE OF OXFORD AREA COMMUNITIES

Data Classes
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