
ANNUAL BUDGET TOWN MEEINO
MAY 4, 2015

[he meeting was called to order b) First Selectman George Temple at 7:00PM. Lie then
a itroduced those at the front table: Jack Kiley, Board of Finance C”hainnan, Robert
lkBisschop and Dick Burke members ofthe Board of Finance. Town Clerk Margaret A.
cst read the call and return of posting.

I ilsiard llard moved to nominate August Palmer as moderator. seconded.

1 here were no other nominations fbr moderator: the C’hainnan introduced Mr. Palmer as
moderator. Mr. Palmer read the eligibility to vote at a town meeting. He then appointed
ttonze (‘ondon as parliamentarian.

tni (ow mtaed Item I seconded.

i ri.’.i i shall the i,n oflhtord approw the rossws Municipal Annual Budget tbr
I seal Year 21’15 20W’

dopuon .. I hem 1. alter cansidemlion and or amendment. shall be Ii> a sate at
a lawn Mueting by Ref.’rendum on Fueday. Ma> 12. 2015 from h:IH) AM to
3:00 PM at Quaker Farms School located at lOGical Oak Road. Ab’entee
ballot’ suit be a,uIable from the Town (.lerk’% office.

1 hew being no questions of comments the Moderator called for a sote on Item 1:

Motion carried: Unanimous

Susan O’Brien moved, Seconded.

I KU 2 Shall the lawn of()xibrd approve the I cnsns Board if Fducatkn Annual
Budget lbrlu.cal Year 20 15-2016?

Adoption of Item 2. after cansidJcration and or amendment, shall be 1’> a sate at
a lass a Meaing b> Referendum an iue’day. Mac 12,2015 from fruO AM to
800 PM at Quaker I arms School k’teatcd at 30 Great Oak Road. Ab%entee
balk’t% till be asailabic from the [twin CleriCs office.

l)t’t ussion

letmifer Garcia. S Bonnie Lane read from a prepared statement. not submitted to the
I )i6 ii ( lerk, regarding her comments on the budget process and the Board of Finance.



I) i Id Stocker Punkup Rd commented that he took offence to the comments made about
the Board of finance handling the budget dishonestly from the previous statement. lie
lurt wr coinme ited that the Board of Education had their chance during the budget
rocess.

I) is i Stocker moved the question, there s as no second.

lack Kilcy Board of Finance said the board left the BOE budget alone last sear and put ii
out to vote and it ‘a as rejected. He explained how the BOF went through each budget.
ilie .trand list increase was s cry small this year, He said ‘a hue the budget was cut. there
s S s0,000 in capital projects for maintanance of the schools, Fhe BOF does not has e
tie p ‘a er to cut line items in the HOE budget. oni the bottom line.

P irhai d Burke. HOE took offence to the comment that the HOE acted
dislioiicstl CO\\ ardls . lie further explained that enrollment went down by 230 students,
ibid seemed to have no impact on the BOE percentage increase. Enrollment is going

aoivn and the budget is going up.

\ I I aiiiato. Roosci cit l)i’ commented that the BOF ‘a as taking the voters rights a ‘a av:
to brihet commented that the decisions are not reflected in the minutes.

Stephen llross n commented on the declining enrollments. 10 positlo s Os er the last few
ears, lie furt ser commented the toss n has a right to minutes and the May 4. 201 5

minutes ire still not as nimble to the public. Out of 298 school systems Oxford rank’
I )S m spending, spending S 13,243 per student. He continued reading front a statement
an no statics of surrounding toss ns. The cut would have amounted to a 51 30.01) tax each
L \paycrs

\iiiv tote commented about operating cost and enrollment figures as is cii as hoxi the
Pt )l is uts on some purchases until the end of the fiscal year to make sure they are
I isi all responsible. She asked ssh the budget figures are not on the ballot.

\larg ret \ \\ est, [‘own Clerk oxplained that the figures are not on the ballot because
o the time frame of printing ballots. If we wait until the town meeting then the absentee
hi Ots is ill nt t be as aiiahle until Thursday that gives only 2 days to vote absentee if ou
a c leasing toss ii.

corgo I cmplc list Selectman commented that the 805 sent the budget is ills no cuts.
I te H tE lob snot easy, there are rules in place. [‘he town budget was cut 3 times more
‘liafl if c education. lie further explained that Economic gross th takes time. We just had a
so or manufacture have interest in Oxford which he is not at liherts to discussion at. this
time. )s ti>rd ( entre is mos ing along and Masonic Care.
Ic further c’splairied that the I lealth and Safety of our toss it and its citizens is my

LSp(’!t51h1Iit\ is First Selectman, there are many areas ot’budget that needed to be
akh’cssed, and public is orks is one of them The Trucks are getting older and need to be



ieplaced br safty reason. his winter was ery difficult on the roads and the public
orks budget I he B( )[ has am ays been up front v ith me and we work well together.

I an one here is i1ling to step up and he part of this process as an elected member of
this board or an\ hoard please let me know. I will connect you to the right people.

Jack kflc\ explained that the BOS do not vote on the BOE budget. Fhis goes directl\ to
the BUt.

I ltiahcth ‘lagno 16 MacIntosh Dr commented that many people were there lighting to
put money aek in the budget. it as standing room only. She further commented that she
luiped this u as a n ake up call.

\m ote asked about the capital non—recurring budget.

ack kilc\ eunimented on the roads portion of the budget and this winter. He continued
to ewing items in the Budget, public works trucks, 5 projects that we have notes out on,
enter sehol and lire trucks.

ibert DeBissehop explained that capital projects will not ha c to go to 1 ow n Meeting.

\ . I amato commented that at the last meeting Joseph Dempsey suggested that a re erse
coil go out to e ervone regarding the fown Meeting.

Joseph Dempsey explained he did not say for the Town Meeting. he corrected her and
soid 1 suggested it fbr the Retrcndum onl

l)ane Soraeeo moved the question, seconded.

Motion to \love the question: I. nanimous

\h derator called fhr a otc on Item 2: Motion carried: Unanimous

tOe mm ed. seconded:

I F ‘I 3 Shall the I on of ()xftrd approve a levy for road projects br the benefit of the
Rcscrc lund fr Capital and Nonrecurring Lxpenduures for the I iscal Year
201 5 016’

\iloption of Item t, after consideration and or amendment, shall he bs a sole at
a I os n Meeting by Referendum on Tuesday. \Iav 12. 2015 from (:0il \M to

1 P1 at Quaker [arms School located at Si Great ( tak Road. \bsenwe
ballots s ill be as ailable from the [own (lerk s ollice.



OepIicn Brown asked what this Item would cost each taxpayer:

finance Director Jim Illiva explained it would he approximately SI 00.00.

Stephen Brown further commented that he would be willing to pay this,

1 here being no other questions or comments the Moderator called for a vote.

Motion Carried: Unammous

hd I lardy moved to recess to Re1rendum on Tuesday, May 12, 2015 from 6:00 AM to 8:00 PM at
Qu.akcr Farms School located at 3.0 Great Oak Road. Absentee ballots will he ava..iiah.le from the Town.
(.1erks offlc

Motion Carried: Unanimous

Meeting recessed at 8:() 1PM

Rcpi.illv submitted

(xlord Town Clerk


