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toar I of I inance
\pril 21, 2014 Public Hearing

\lartha Frdman. 424 Quaker Farms Road noted that she was born and raised in O\ford and
went to high school in Milford with many educated people. She noted that she is concerned with
hei (taughtel’ attending the school here because she sees that the children in Fairfield County are
imre educated and educated at a younger age. She wants her children to have the same
opportunities and asked that this be kept in mind when decisions are made,

Scott Pelletier, Fire Chief, 222 Quaker Farms Road noted he was told that the money is available
hlr the tire pumper that was requested but there is nothing in the capital plan that reflects what
was requested. lie agrees that limiting financing is important and thanked the Board for
keeping the debt down. He noted that vehicles need to be purchased to keep the fleet up to a
good standard. We have an opportunity to finance vehicles at a very low rate and we should take
ad antagc of this. lie strongly urged the Board to take another look at this and commented that
he finances the vehicles he purchases and that the majority of the audience does the same.

,Jei ry Schwab, 264 Quaker Farms Road, Director of Oxford Ambulance noted that the board
bndg te I 5170,000 for the ambulance and noted that this is $20,000 short from the bids
rcccied and asked why. •Jim Hliva, Finance Director. noted the bid receied was approxirnatch
Sigq.oOO. JOlTV noted that the town has gotten behind with purchasing chick’s. Fle noted that
the ‘.ehicle that the Fiie Department requested should be put in the budget. He noted that town
tcn(Is to get behind on vehicle purchases and it needs to be in the budget in order for it to be
purchase I. •Ierr noted that OAA has asked for the same funding this year for contracted
ser ices—labor that was approved last veal’ and that S5o,000 was cut this ear. Staff will ha\ e to
he eliminated due to this cut. The OAA has double the amount of call volume from
appi oxin alek eleven years ago and they are operating with the same amount of staff, A cut in
staff will ‘arise a problem. He noted that the OAA operates under a contract that was written by
the attorne for the town. lie noted that to the best of his knowledge there are no negotiations
going n between the OAA and the town regarding the contract. There have been no meetings
or torrnal communication. He asked that the Board reconsider and restore the budget to the
saflW thc\ had last \ car.

Cathy 1ohnson noted she wants to support OA-\. The town is growing and we need every EMT
we an gFt. It is very important to keep the community safe. .Jerry should have what he needS
and it’s n t too much to ask to hae the OAA budget restored.

Stacy Jendron, Highland Road noted she s ipports the budget as proposed. People in town
want a saft Cfl\ ir rnment and good education. She is a teacher and asks that the BOB budget be
passed to referendum,

Niegan Sehrade. to Gem Woods Road noted the children of Oxford will be at a disadvantage if
halt’ da\ Kindergarten program remains in the school s stem. She asked that the ROE. bridget go
to referendum as proposed.

NI chael iello of Oxford Ambulance asked that the OAA budget be restored. lie spoke of call
uhenc increasing in town and the need for education for EMTs.

Andrew Coy, 288 Quaker Farms Road, Assistant Fire Chief spoke about the Fime I)epartments
rt’(ltmt’st for a new pumper. The Board has stated that there is 700.O00 surplus to buy vehicles
nclll(Imna Public \orks vehicles and an ambulance. The pumper cost S666.ooo alone and

asked if theit’ are funds available for the time truck. If not, he asked that the request be I)IIt in the
capital project and let the townspeople ote on it.
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Jack Kile3 commented that if othei funds come in that the fire truck is a priority lie noted
there is a very good chance that the funding will come through and th order can be done

\my Cot , 4 Newgate Road commented that it is criticall) important that our volunteers are
trained properly. She encouraged the Board of Finance to consider restoring the OAA budget so
that the t aimng needed can be don

Chairman Kiley thanked eveiyone for attending and noted they were a very polite audience.

The h aring adjourned at 8:45 p m.

Rest ectfi ily submitted, subject to apprusal

larni Soc, Board of Finance Clerk


