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Oxford Conservation Commission Inland Wetlands Agency

REGULAR. MEETING MINUTES
Monday August 13, 2012

The R.e.guIar Meeting of the OxfOrd Conservation Cornniission/.i.niand Wetlands. Agency was held.
in the Main Meeting Room of the S. H. Church Memorial To n 1-lali on Monday August 1 3. 201 2

Meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M. by Chairman M. H.erde

ATTENDAN{F ROLl. CALL:
COMMISSIONERS William Richter. Sue Purcella Gibbons. Ethan Stewart. Also present xas
Denise .Randall. Secretary and .Land Use Attorney Peter Olson.

U Quirk a ne spaper reporter l’rom 1 he Voices.

ABSENT:
, Adamski

Al D1IZNCE OF CITIZENS (NOT FOR PENDING APPLICATIONS):
Linda (Ua.i insky of 30 Freeman Rd.

AMENDMENTS To AGENDA (IF ANY):

OLD BUSINESS
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F\ BUSlESS:
I \\ 12 74 (iardn Fhnnes Management Corporation

Mr. Bnmsc (Garden I lorries Attome). Mr. Trinkhaus (Garden Homes I ngineer) and Soil
SL icnnsi Mr. \lichael Klein were all present to give a brief. inlormal review on Garden
1k nc

(liairman M I lerde stated that we want to notify the applicant that there has been a petition
Id i public hear’ng for 1W 1274 (Garden Homes Management), We would he happy to see
your b rd iview on Garden Homes,

\Lu run M Branse states: I understand from Attorney Olson that the Commission had
rr q re cd ft addres i potential conflict of interest and I did write a letter, dated Jul 27’
21)1 1 to the ( ‘ummission about it and I heliex e you all ha e a copy of this in your hook. As
ion can see from that letter. we have not represented you since 2006 and it was regarding the

ew er nstr u I on ol r Car wash and I hope this is satisfactory. Regarding the public hearing,
in our reading ol the statutes, we don’t think the people can petition a public hearing for a
deternu nat ion of jurisdiction because it’s not technically an application Attorney Olson and

vc use r s ‘d this arid if 1 were you, 1 would take the safe way and hold a public hearing,
ihre no ham \\ c are not afraid of a public hearing, we are happy to hear what the public
has In sa I he other thing is we ha\ e received the estimates fees from Environmental
( o wullani am als from the fown I ngineer, I hac reviewed those with Mr I reedinan and
Ic has tpproed them, he was unable to attend this meeting hut will be sending a check.
Giber than that, I’m joined h Ste e Trinkhaus our engineer and Mike Klein soil scientist. I
kn nv you I m t want something in depth. but if we are going to have a public hearing then I

rId ike o nve I tile oervrew and if you have any questions I would like to hear horn
on so that we can prepare accordingly.

( n ‘r r V lljdc’ ‘tats: \t hs imc w wo ild Iikw to hear a brief presentutiuli.

Mr Steve lrinkhaus (Garden homes Engineer) showed a site plan and stated: Basically.
El e ii some iajor changes from the last time md this includes a I of the original
potential building of 16 units on the northeast corner of this site ha e been eliminated.
All the de elopmcnt is on the western side of the site. ‘\II of the development has been
kept o 1 or I idc the 100 foot upland re iew area. ibis is one of the recommendations
that Georgu I ‘ogan (I he towns previous en ironmental scientist) the previous
en ironmental scientist. We fully implemented low impact development strategies.
[lasical . the western side of the site that drains is overland flow ultimately out to Mile
11w ok 1 here are 2 large hioruetention systems whici we will go into more into detail
that will infiltrate the water and not surface discharge, in lieu of the previously proposed
gallerie Fhere are 2 wet pond’s. either wet marsh systems that will be located in the
upland ire bu II make them wet by compacting the soil on the bottom to create no
more than a Loot of pond water in them, I hroughout the site, right oi’f the road there is no
.tu bing. ihe roads are all 24 foot wide, Our hio—retention swales are linear hioietention
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s sten ‘a ith soil media: there is some structural drainage that connects the lo’a points of
thci t the watel quality basins out here (ointing t an area on the map). I hese 2
eetions o the n ads are going to he permeable paement with a connection to the hio

iii the lo’a end and e erything else will he standard asphalt. So the iicus is really
on the ‘aater qualits which is exceeding the DFJ. P goal of 80°/o total suspenc ed sohds

I the ho c rcport which js in the repolt you have. So this is a quick summary of the
changes in the plan.

t I airman M I lerde asked In the area that is not being developed, is that a permanent no
d elope I arc a o is that a not a develop area with this application

\ttorn l3iansc replied: There is no intention of developing that area in any say If fiict
lx iItitlg to puf a con’erv ation easement n it ify c’a tv ib

Ste\ e I rinkhaus replied: Nor is there an intention to develop anything in the southeast
e iHier I he the major issue is there are evera1 defined parking areas with additional
so e pius defined snow storage areas which was one of the concerns on the c mldasac
c laini that the sno’a ‘aould ha e gotten pushed hack toward the wetlands. We ha c
addressed sonic ot the prior reasons for denial ith those 2 large sno storage rrea.

I I nfoieement Officer A. Ferrillo asked. Garden homes ‘aould control the site.
crrect’ \nd there are no plans for other structures such as sheds and things like that’?

e c irkh ins meplied. elI, indiidua1 lots can have a small lawn shed for storing
hic des and things like that. Basicalix they own the land and people generall purchase
only the unit hut a’s a land leased paid to (iarden I lomes and so they (Garden I Tomes)
mm t nt iii the omrnon ireas and hioswale’

(omm1sioncr 13 Richter asked: How big are the lots’? I really don’t see room enough
a shed

tc \ c I rinkhaus teplied: So this is an $1) scale hut the lots can have an 5’ X 5’ shed.

I V I t )l lee \ I errillo asked Mr. I rmkliaus: (‘an you compute the area for t ie shed
I (IS.

\t this mmmc \lr, Michael Klein tBiologist and Soil Scientist) presented his plans and
LICS U

Mi Klein states. I’m a Biologist and Soil Scientist, just very hriefi. my office has been
w kin vi 11 is site for quite a lew years. Ihe wetland boundary was originally
O neated y others and then we reconfirmed it and have looked at since then, nothing
has changed out there. fhere is a large central ‘a etland sstem that drains to the south
and then off to the southwest through the existing pond which was clearly excmw atcd out
ii the weil md at some point in time, in the past. lire small wetland system in t me

m it beast eortier, as we said, no acti ity pr posed in that portion of the site, [he change
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born a regulators standpoint in the last application from setlands is that not onl is there
no acti it in ihe wetlands hut there is no acti itv in the upland re’ iev area on the site at
all So from i etlands standpoint the focus from our prospecti\e has been to niinirne

r e irni ite an potential fhr adverse impacts from erosion sediment control and water
ditv hscharges, Ihe proposed stoma water basins on the est side hae been designed

to 1na\rni/e biological transformation of the remo\al otcontammates, After that has
been accomplished, outside the upland re ie area, there is still a substantial area 1ir

iithei polishing on the gentle slopes before you reach the wetland On the western side
as Stee men ioned, the bioretention hasms and hio—swales are to proidc for treatment
and then a ‘ er substantial overland flo distance just prior to reaching an resources.
[he erosion sediment control is re1ati ely straight for ard on a site like this as there are
iot nian seeie slopes and the plan includes all the standard measures that hae been
ier’onctr tied o be effecti e throughout the state, I think that this is a quick si mmary in
ur tudgment and oh aousl no direct impacts and we think that the indirect Impacts have

be-en mitigated by the proposed control measures.

\t orney M uk l3ranse asked Mr. Klein: Just one thing, the Commission has the report
th t u ‘ubmitted md l think there is one correction that I know you’re going to make
hut can ve nip that in the bud right now?

Mi klei replied: oh sure, there is an area carried oer from the last report which is on
e the 1st paragraph wh eh says on this side all hut one of the constructed storm

water basins base been located outside the wetland and upland review area and the
correct lancuage should read: “All of the constructed storm water basins ha e been
located )uIsie ot the etiand and upland review area”. I will pros ide the Commission
SI Ii ‘it dated copy

\ttorne Mark i3ransc suites: [he other thing I probably should ha e said in the
beginning. we are here br what s called a declaratory ruling. In Connecticut. if an
pplicanl feels if they don’t have any regulated activities, they are not allowed, as I think
c tissiun kauws. tu just go du it hwther you claim its agricultural ur whatever

the ext. mp:ion is. ‘ou can sa whs OU think s ou don’t need to appls for a permit. hut
\ on ‘oi Ii ha e to go to the Commission and the Commission determines itself whether
ilies feel ii is i regulated acti by or not So that is the process we are in now md we

i. nowledge the authority you have to do that

( hairman \l. I lerde states: We ha e been using that with agricultural requests.

\t wney \laik I3ranse states: I imagine so.

\\ I nioreernent Oflicer \. [‘errillo asked Mr. Klein: (‘an ou ensure that the flagging
on that west side is in order and has not been remoxed?

M Kin rc Pied Oh sure I will reset the P tgs.

( huirmun \I. ilerde asked .Mtornev Branse: Are the checks for the fees here tonight?

4
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Attorney M. Branse replied: No, ejust received the estimates a few das ago and Mr.
I reedman just re\ieed them and he is ok with the fees. He il1 he sending the checks
in

bairn n M. lie de stated to the Commission: We should probably put a deadline on
te civiti he ICes.

\ttorne \l. Branse replied: Yes. that is fine and I spoke to him today and I kno he has
no issue w ith them. Actually at one point he was going to bring the checks tonight hut
something came up and he could not he here. I can he sure these go out tomorro\ and it’
vo i sant hem by the end of the week, this would be fine. I understand that are hearing
date Septeiaher 2d.

( hairman NI. I lerde states to the ( omnmission that the deadline for the fees should he here
b \londav August 20111. 2012. Chairman M. lierde also stated to 1W Officer l’errillo to
not hae e\perts to commence reviev% into the checks come in.

\1 omnev Olson replied. Yes, the public hearing will beset for September 24th, 2012.

t hairman M. I lerde states: Ok it looks like the Commission should proceed in the
direction otti public hearing due to public interest and a reie for a declaratory action.
ii’ an one vouid like to make a motion.

Motion i vd by Commissioner IL Richter for 1W-I 2-74 to go to a public hearing due
to publi interest by petition on September 24th at 8:00 pm in the main meeting room.
Our regular meeting will still he 7:30 and viIl adjourn at 8:00 pm. The funds for the
estimates should he received in 5 business days and the applicant should he aarc these
ire estimates and occasionally there can be revisions during public hearings that might
ret uiie additiona funds for professional fees. however, we feel these are accurate
timat dt th time. Seconded by Commissioner S. Purewlla Gibbons.

( omnhission votcd all in ftivor 4—0

\uorne Branse added: ‘1’he statutes clearly authorize the Commission cover the costs of’
ts extra ieie

I airmar M. Ikmde states: I think the Commission should do a quick review olthe
regulations hefure our next regular meeting.

NEW AFPLI( AFIONS REQI. IRING OCCIWA APPROVAL (ACCEPTAN( F’)
l l’ $5 atitots Business Park on Hawley Rd. (hristian Rd.

Motion made by Commissioner B. Richter to accept application 1W 12—85 (Patriots
Business Park on 1-lawle> Rd.’Christian Rd) Seconded by Commissioner S. Purcella
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i bhons LW, Officer errillo noted that all lees have been paid to date br this
ipplication. All in favor 4—0.

OFIILR BL SINESS:
UC

WCEPTAN( F OF APPROVAL MINUTES & CORRECTIONS TO MiNUTES
(IF NV):

Iotion made 1w (‘ommissioner S. Purcella Gibbons to approve the regular meeting minutes
tor J uk 23. 2012 with the fillow ing corrections on page #4 second paragraph the word
“there” should he corrected to “their”. The last paragraph the word “its” should he corrected to
th word ‘ it’s” On page 5, first paragraph the word “it’s” should be corrected to “its” At the
ho torn I page 6 the last statement was made by Mr. R. Crozier not b (‘hairimin M. lierde:

I hank on all ver much. You all are much more pleasant than I anticipated.”

FNF’OR( EIFNT OFFICER:

hairi ar M Ikide asked. how is Mr. (‘rozier’s permit coming along?

l.\V. Enforcement Officer A. Ferrillo states: Fm going to call Mr. DAmico again
tomorrow and sk whether or not he has the contract signed with Mr. Crozier. if not 1
w I cal Mr. ( tozier. I here was a dispute in between the two of them as to how much of

sew cy we require. Mr. I)’Amieo thought the entire property of 5 acres and I told
lam that I don t think the Commission needs anything beyond the dam but this again is
br sour rc jew I will call Mr. D’Amico and see if this issue has been resolved and if
o1 a letter will he sent to Mr. (‘rozier.

v i diliflul \1. I le,Lk states. Yes, I would liKe to keep on top of this in ease we ha e
inothei storm with this sensitive area.

\\ .l. ()tiicer \. Ferrillo states: What we can do, if necessaw is put a ea\eai on the
i pelt

hairman \l I lerde replied: Yes, let s keep it in mmd ihr the next meeting and bring it
LI in \ our eriborcement review.

v .1 i. flici \ Ferrillo states. 1 here does not seem to be any soil moernent in the last
w wec ks and the grass is growing where they stabilized it. One of the recent storms

was qtiit hea v.

Chairman ‘vi. I lcrde asked: 1)o von think the area where he worked is ok?
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I \\ .1 . Officer A. Ferrillo replied: Oh, I think he has raised the e1eation of area. ho
much, is undetermined at this lime.

C luinu n \l I lcrde states: We are going to need calculations on how much water he has
displaced.

W I O’liccr \ I errillo states Sure. I don’t think there is an upstream pioblern hut
th.re maybe ome impacts downstream. I il1 discuss it with /oning again and Mr.
(jalligan u the flood plain coordinator and if there is no change as far as displacement of
\ater then I .uess they can approve ii, I).E,E.P, did say they ou1d be glad to step in if

riced then as they do not need permiss on to go onto the property. I would also like
to aatL for the record. neither the /oning officer nor mselfecr ‘ isited the property with
Mr (wzicr to inspect the site. All inspections performed h my self or the zoning officer
ha\ e been done from the road.

hairman ‘A. Ilerde states: Ok lie ga’e us the ok to go there anytime.

1. .1 Officer A. I erriHo states: We have couple of invoices; one is from Nails and
‘u ring that we ned approval to pay. l’here is a letter to you on Randall Drive and I think
the hold up on Randall Drie is that zoning does not want xote on the pond unless the
also include the tree issue and retaining wall which is not up to us. We are going to speak
vth Mr (niPigan to hae the tree issue taken care of before they will allow theni to take
hr pond ut So this is not an Inland Wetlands issue in that respect.

Chairman \1, I lerde slates: Other than that. a storm is going to v ipe it out.

I I Office k, I errillo replied: Oh yes, and the rest of the embankment is going to
end ip dovn the brook. It prett much tore it out anyway.

C I urman ‘A, I lerde states: May be we should put something in writing to the /oning
‘liiiriiiui am lown Engineer that ve are very concerned about the wetlands issue and

ic sere hoping it would have been addressed in the dr season. V e are concerned that a
prolonged time on this would he detrimental to the en ironment. Send a cop to fov n

mcii I W F Officer A. I errillo states he will discuss it with the Town I’ngineer

I he remo’. ii of the detention pond has already been approx ed by the I mx n Engineer on
8 14 12i

W I . Officer I ernilo states: This invoice from Nafis & Young (Ioxxn I ngineer) is
or S24u and one br (\CUI\\C tbr Sl5() dollars. In regards to D.E.E.P. against lIanes

Construction Compan . they hax e been ordered to lix the detention pond on Maple shade
Rd which is prin arily in Seymour with one berm of the pond in Oxford. I hey have also
been ordered o clean out the pond on (‘lifl’ord Pond at 28 Mountain Rd. in Oxford. I hey
hax e submitted to request 2 permit applications to me for the work they are required to
do \ll tees charged to the town engineer, have been included in the application for these

npais
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Chairman M.. Herde states: Right, because we are going into a wetland.

Iotion made by Commissioner S. Purcelia Gibbons to refer (CIifThrd Pond) to
[nioreement ()flicer A. Ferrillo and D.E.E.P. for processing.
Seconded by Commissioner B. Richter. All in Favor 4—0

LW. E. 0ffieer A.. FerriIio’ states: Another issue I have is up at Oxford Greens. During
the first phase which was the golf course, the golf course had to be finished fi’t’ before
they can complete Phase I. a zoning requirement, and detention ponds as required and

one detention pond is on fairway 7. The exit outlet from this pond was never
completed so the pond has no place to drain. Mr. Tony Schumann (site manager) uho is
\Orking on Phase 4 picked up on this. [think the problem was the outlet was supposed
to go into Phase 5 which they are not built to date,. So we looked at it and had Mr.
Ga.lligan (Town Engineer) look at the proposal and approved the outlet pipe which will
constructed according to th..e original plan.

Commissioner B. Richter asked: How long is that pipe?

1.\\ F Otuieer A. Fcrrillo replied: The pipe is going lobe around 150 feet total and its
going, to come out down slope to a riprap pad. as originally approved.. At this time, it’s a.i.i.
5tt t. go

Motion made by Commissioner S. Purcella Gibbons to pay Nalis & Young $240 and
also to send a cheek to CACCIWC for our dual membership for Inland Wetlands
(.onservaiion Corp for S 150. Commissioner B. Richter seconded. All in lavor 4—0

LWE. Officer A. Ferrillo states: We have resident on Old Good. Hill Rd. which i.s an
unimproved town road, The resident took’ it upon hi.n.. set, to improve it without any
permits. Basically our involvement is, there was an old iron pipe under the d,rivewav
v hich had been crushed over the years. I-Ic replaced this pipe again, without any permits.
Ihe pipe is fed by an intermittent water course. Everything is placed exactly here the
old one as removed, no changes. The homeowner did ‘tile an application with the town
to replace the pipe and paid the fees. He currently has a caveat placed h planning and
zoni.n.g. it would appear ‘that replacement of this pipe would be ai.iowed on one of the
wetlands exemptions prior to 1974. I did visit the site with Cornn..issioner T. A.dam,ski
and he fou.nd. no issues with this.

Mrs. Linda Czaplinskv (resident of Freeman Rd) asked: May I ask a question? I
happened to he an adjacent property owner that this propertY owner made a mess out ol
oer there. One of the things you’re looking at was the way he put a berm across the
AT&T aSe.’ment.

8
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LW I Olticci A I errillo repIied Yes, hut we can’t fix any of that in our department.
I his is between him and zoning as far as the other road construction and cut-oil are
eoncerned Our dept can only deal with the pipe replacement because its an intermittent
\tItercoure. Sheet flo directed on your property is a zoning issue pros ided it is not
connected to a atercourse.

Mrs I inda Ciaplinsky states: Ok. Ijust caine down to get an update and this is actually
go xl tinting, so there is no more information that you have relative to this and I ha e to
go hack /onlng on this, I own property on both sides.

Motion made h Commissioner S. Purcefla Gibbons to refer 1W—I 2—84 (108 Old Good
I liii Rd ito Enforcement Officer A. Ferrillo for processing to replace damaged pipe.
Seconded h (‘ommissioner B. Richter. All in Favor 3—0

W I Officer A I ‘erri Ho states: 1 he heaver problem on Do ns Road has been abated at
th s point I he State D.F E.P. gave a permit to have them removed, I)owns Road is
currently back above the water line

[WI.. Officer A, Ferrillo states: John Fitzgerald is building a house on Lantern Ridge
Road. the lot he is building on currently has a conservation easement on a portion of the
lot that i in ia\ or of the Town oI’Oxford. In compliance with the he has gi en a
letter to our hoard and the Board of Selectman notifying them he is working on the
property However, no work will be performed in the conservation easement and this is
as tequired by Ia v.

I.\\ .1 . Officer \. Ferrillo states: With regard to Mr. Ligi’s property (501 Rooseelt Dr.)
the construction ol’ a wall without a permit and now planning and zoning has now placed
a caveat on the property because the flood plain violation. We did get a plan from his
engineer hut xtve not receied anything further to date.

(‘hainuan M. Ilerde states: Let’s send a letter to the I own Attorney stating that there is
also a \etland violation and if Zoning lifts its caveat that Inland Wetlands needs
iioiibcation nght asav.

• •[. Officer \. Ferrillo states: Zoning will not lift the caveat until there is an approved
plan to remove the wall

I V I . 0’ cu \ I errillo states: Mr. Miron on Punkup Road property if finally repairing
his di’ivea which as appro ed in 2006 and stated he now has the funds to perform the
repairs.

(‘OMPLI NT/CONCERNS:
N ix,

9
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APPLICATIONS NOT REQU I RING OCCIWA APPROVAL
None

‘1ATTERS OF VIOLATIONS/LITICATJONS:

1. Mid lLigL5OlRooscvelt (Town Engineered report dated 912-2O 11
Commission requested the Enforcement Officer to contact Mr. Ligi regarding the current
status of the wail constructed without a pern.;.it.

2 \otiuot \ lolatlon ( Ld’. and RcstorL Order— Susan Kupec-Jutcnutz Randall
Dri\e Detention Pond Collapsed (Pending repair)
Town engineer has approved inland wetlands applications to remove the detention pond.
Client is now awaiting lanning and zoning approval. (Related to tree stabilization)

RFPORTS ON SEMINARS. INSPECTIONS, and OTHER MEETINGS SCHEDULE!)
OR ATTE\[)FI) NEWSPAPER ITEMS & P & Z MINUTES

OTHER ITEMS OF CONCERN:

COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN & OTI-1ER COMMISSION MEMBERS
OTHER:

I) Oxford Oak, LLC 360 Oxford Road (Lot 39) (Stabilization of site’).
2) NOV WR SW 06 007 (Issued 4/10/06) CT DEP Meadow Brook Estates, Great

Hill Road (Remove Sediment from Pond & Stream) (Letter dated 9/27/06)
(Memo dated 8/4/06).

3) Town of Oxford Catch Basins (Silt Removal).
4) Storm Drain .M..arker Program. (Phase II).
5) Meadowbrook Estates Detention Pond — Staff and town engineer wii.i continue to

monitor the site in accordance with the town engineer’s recommendations.

MATTERS OF CONSERVATION:

ADJQURNMENT:

I 0
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Motion t adjourn by Commissioner B. Richter seconded by Commissioner E.
Stewart to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 pm. All in faor 44)

Respect Eu Ly Submitted,

Denise Ruidall
O( (P\ A Seuetary
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