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STRATEGIC SCHOOL PROFILE 2010-11

Elementary School K-3 Edition

Quaker Farms School
Oxford School District

RACHAEL L. CACACE, Principal

Telephone: (203) 888-5842

Website:  www.oxfordpublicschool s.org/QuakerFarmg/index.html

Location: 30 Great Oak Road

Oxford,
Connecticut

This profile was produced by the Connecticut State Department of Education in accordance with CT General
Statutes 10-220(c) using data and narratives provided by the school district or testing services. Profiles and
additional education data, including longitudinal data, are available on the internet at www.sde.ct.gov.

TYPE OF SCHOOL

School Type: Traditional/Regular Education

School Grade Range:  PK

-2

STUDENT ENROLLMENT

Enrollment on October 1, 2010: 543
5-Year Enrollment Change: 7.5%

INDICATORS OF EDUCATIONAL NEED

Need Indicator Nugrt])g(r)lm Peé((::ﬁgglm Elementary Schools
% in District |% in State

Students Eligible for Free/Reduced-Price Meals 30 55 7.1 38.3
K-12 Students Who Are Not Fluent in English 14 27 1.8 7.7
Students with Disabilities 47 8.7 75 10.8
Students Identified as Gifted and/or Talented 0 0.0 0.0 20
Kindergarten Students who Attended Preschool, Nursery 148 94.3 94.3 80.2
School or Headstart

Students in Grades Above School’ s Entry Grade Who 333 92.8 94.0 91.6

Attended Same School the Previous Y ear

PROGRAM AND INSTRUCTION

_ _ State Elementary
Instructional Time School Schools
Total Days per Year 182 181

Total Hours per Year 960 992

State law requires that at least 180 days of school be
offered to students in kindergarten through Grade 12,
900 hours of instruction to Grades 1-12 and full-day
kindergarten, and 450 hours to half-day kindergarten

students.

Typeof Kindergarten: Thisschool offers half-day kindergarten.
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Average Class Size School District State
Kindergarten 19.8 19.8 18.4
Grade 2 24.9 24.9 19.9
Required Hoursof Instruction Per Year in Selected Subject Areas
Grade?2 School State
i > % World Language
Formal instruction (at least 1 hour per
Computer Education 21 15 week) in aworld language is not
English Language Arts ** 505 491 offered in this school.
Health ** 18 18
Library Media Skills 24 19
Mathematics ** 197 199 | Lunen S
0 | o1 | el Somnuesispronied
Physical Education 24 37
Science ** 60 72
Social Studies** 60 68
World Languages 0 8
** Interdisciplinary approach
Special Programs School Elementary Schools
District State
% of K-12 Studentsin Bilingual Education Program or Receiving 25 1.7 75
English as a Second Language Services
% of Identified Gifted and/or Talented Students Who Received N/A N/A N/A
Services
% of Special Education Students Attending This School Who Spent 85.1 86.3 81.3
Over 79% of Their Time with Their Non-Disabled Peers.

LIBRARY AND
COMPUTERS

Free on-line accessto
periodicals, newspapers,
and other resourcesis
availableto al
Connecticut schools
through the Connecticut
Digital Library at
www.iconn.org.

Instructional Cl\;l)?tgruit'jgs and Library School Elementary Schools

District State

# of Students Per Computer 6.7 6.4 31

% of Computers with Internet Access 100.0 100.0 98.4

% of Computersthat are High or Moderate 100.0 100.0 92.9

Power

# of Print VVolumes Per Student* 18.8 16.9 295

# of Print Periodical Subscriptions 10 13 12

*Because a certain number of volumes are needed for alibrary of adequate breadth and depth, a
small school may need a higher number of volumes per student.
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SCHOOL STAFF

In the full-time

Full-Time Equivalent Count of School Staff equivalent count, staff

Genera Education:  Teachers and Instructors 23.50 members working
Paraprofessional Instructional Assistants 13.10 [ part-timein the school

Specia Education:  Teachers and Instructors 4,00 are c_ounted asa
Paraprofessional Instructional Assistants 17.70 | fraction of full-time.

For example, ateacher

Library/Media Specialists and/or Assistants 1.00 who works half-time

Administrators, Coordinators, and Department Chairs 1.00 in aschool contributes

Instructional Specialists Who Support Teachers (e.g., subject areaspecidists)y ~ 0.00 | 0-50 to the school’s

Counselors, Social Workers, and School Psychologists 1.00 steff count.

School Nurses 1.00

Other Staff Providing Non-Instructional Services and Support 10.75

Teachersand Instructors School |Elementary Schools
District State

Average Number of Y ears of Experience in Education 13.6 14.0 137

% with Master’s Degree or Above 82.8 83.9 80.8

Attendance,2009-10: Average # of Days Absent Due to |lIness or Personal Time 10.7 105 8.7

% Assigned to Same School the Previous Y ear 86.2 85.5 83.9

HOME AND SCHOOL COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT
Teacher E-Mail Addresses: All teachers at this school have been issued e-mail addresses.

The following narrative about how this school promotes and supports parenta involvement was submitted by this school.

Home and school communication and support are essential to providing a high quality education. Parents and
community members in the town of Oxford are extremely supportive of their educational system and demonstrate
that support in humerous ways. Quaker Farms School (QFS) continues to be alearning community and participate
in school activities. The following initiatives continue to be put in place to facilitate this high level of support,
involvement, and communication - Kindergarten Orientation welcomes and acclimates students and parents to their
beginning journey at Quaker Farms School and for many their first time in the Oxford Public School; New Student
Orientation welcomes and acclimates students that are new to the Town of Oxford and Quaker Farms School; Meet
the Teachers Night and Parent Teacher Conferences facilitate in-depth communication between parents and
teachers; The Quaker Farms School website along with schoolnotes.com is maintained to facilitate ongoing
communication; PTO sponsored activitiesQFS Volunteer Program; Grade level benchmarks are distributed and
shared with parents; Report cards are distributed three times a year and progress reports are distributed to those
students experiencing difficulties between trimesters; QFS events/highlights were publicized with the help of the
staff, parent volunteers, and the media along with the creation of a newsletter; All classroom teachers have created
parent email distribution lists where they are able to communicate with parents about classroom activities and
school initiatives.
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SCHOOL DIVERSITY

Student Race/Ethnicity Percent of Minority Professional Staff: 0.0%
Race/Ethnicity Number Per cent

American Indian 4 0.7
Asian American 14 2.6
Black 4 0.7 Non-English Home L anguage:
Hispanic 23 4.2 5.6% of this school's students (excluding
Pacific Islander 0 0.0 prekindergarten students) come from homes
White 498 917 where English is not the primary language.The
TWO OF IOrE Faces 0 0.0 number of non-English home languagesis 13.
Tota Minority 45 8.3

EFFORTSTO REDUCE RACIAL, ETHNIC, AND ECONOMIC ISOLATION

Below is the description submitted by this school of how it provides educational opportunities for its students to
interact with students and teachers from diverse racial, ethnic, and economic backgrounds.

Quaker Farms School takes every opportunity to provide educational opportunities for the students to interact with
students and teachers from diverse racial, ethnic, and economic backgrounds. The QFS staff values the
opportunities to increase student awareness of the diversity of individuals and cultures. The staff makes

conscientious efforts to incorporate diversity into their classroom activities. Within the classroom different cultures

were explored and studied throughout the year. These explorations occurred during shared reading time, guided
reading, social studies/science units and hands-on experiences. Some of the cultures included Mexican, Russian,
Italian, Irish, Egyptian, Native American, African-American, Jewish, and Chinese. Cultures were studied by
researching and discovering facts and then ultimately incorporating culture specific traditions, dances, arts and

music into the classroom and special area class activities (Art, Music, Physical Education, and Library). We had
authors, folktale singers, dancers, artists, and authors visit throughout the year. The Oxford PTO (Parent Teacher
Organization) provides funding for many of these culturally enriched activities.
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STUDENT PERFORMANCE AND BEHAVIOR

Connnecticut Mastery Test, Fourth Generation, % Meeting State Goal. The Goal level is more demanding
than the Proficient level, but not as high as the Advanced level, reported in the No Child Left Behind Report

Cards.
5 X X
Grade andA(?g/laT Subject School District State /IOE((q)LaSIC ch]rO ili\;vnera;érecveyrlltth
Meeting Goal
Grade3 Reading N/A N/A N/A N/A
Writing N/A N/A N/A N/A
Mathematics N/A N/A N/A N/A

These results reflect the performance of students with scoreable tests who were enrolled in the district at the time of
testing, regardless of the length of time they were enrolled in the district. Results for fewer than 20 students are not
presented. For more detailed CMT results, go to www.ctreports. To see the NCLB Report Card for this school, go

to www.sde.ct.gov and click on “No Child Left Behind."

Student Attendance School

District Elementary Sch.

State Elementary Sch.

% Present on October 1 96.1

95.9

95.0

Disciplinary Offenses

Disciplinary offenses committed by
students include all serious offenses,
offenses involving drugs, alcohal, or
tobacco, and al incidents resulting in
suspension or expulsion.

Truancy

During the 2009-10 school year, 2 students
qualified as truant under state statute. As
these counts rely on school-level policies
regarding unexcused adsences, they are not
comparable between schools.

Number of Incidents by Disciplinary Offense Category, 2009-10

Offense Category* L ocation of Incident

School Other Location
Violent Crimes Against Persons N/A N/A
Sexually Related Behavior N/A N/A
Personally Threatening Behavior N/A N/A
Theft N/A N/A
Physical/Verbal Confrontation N/A N/A
Fighting/Battery N/A N/A
Property Damage N/A N/A
Weapons N/A N/A
Drugg/Alcohol/Tobacco N/A N/A
School Policy Violations N/A N/A
Total 0 0

* Counts by category may be suppressed to protect student privacy.
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLANSAND ACTIVITIES

The following narrative was submitted by this schoal.

Students are initially assessed by the classroom teacher to determine their own instructional reading level. As
assessments are completed, and areading level established, the children are placed in small flexible * guided
reading” groups with other members of their class who are at the sameinstructional level. As per state
recommendation, the small “guided reading” groups are expected to minimize the number of children who need
remediation out of the classroom, while allowing more advanced readers to be challenged. The instructional DRA
levels are recorded and collected 4 timesayear. The Reading Specialist and Child Study Team members
periodically review the levels to ensure progress is being made and/or other intervention are in place where needed.
This school year QFS had four part time Early Intervention tutors to work with the needs of studentsin the regular
education population who have been identified as “at-risk.” These specialy trained tutors met with the students
four times aweek in an intensive small group setting to address their specific needs using the Wilson Reading
Program approach. The Reading Specialist provided early Phonemic Awareness screening for the kindergarten
population and students identified as having needs in the area were recommended for this program along with the
Wilson Reading Program. The first and second grades formally responded to 3 writing prompts throughout the
year which were scored using arubric. All first and second grade students took the Degrees of Reading Power
(DRP) test in November and May. The results of these tests are used to help with grouping as well aswith
informing and differentiating instruction. First and second grade students were also assessed through reading
comprehension tests that included open-ended written response questions. During the past several years we have
focused on improving our mathematics program using Everyday M athematics which incorporates hands on
learning, problem solving skills, higher order thinking skills as well as differentiated instruction to meet the needs
of al our students.

SUPPLEMENTAL SCHOOL INFORMATION

The space below was optionally used by this school to describe aspects of the school not presented elsewhere in the profile.

In order to improve school climate while showing a respect for others, Quaker Farms School institutes a Character
Education Program. Each month the focus was placed on a different character trait (i.e. Friendship, Respect,
Honesty, Perseverance, Kindness, etc). Each classroom learned about the theme through various classroom
activities, morning announcements, stories, bulletin boards, etc. At the end of each month there was a Character
Education Assembly where different classrooms were highlighted through a performance based on the month’s
theme. Parents were invited to attend these character education assemblies.




