Annual Budget Meeting
May 7,2018

The meeting was called to order by First Selectman George R Temple. Town Clerk
Margaret A West-Mainor read the call and return of posting. Vincent Palutis 75 Rees Dr
nominated Kathy Johnson, seconded. Rocco Trungadi of 336 Spruce Hill Rd moved to
nominate Tom Kelly, Seconded There being no other nominations First Selectman
Temple called for a voice vote for Johnson and then Kelly. Normnatmn for J ohnson
carried. :

Martin Wing, 94 (’Neil Road moved Item 1, seconded: -

ITEM 1 - Shall the Town of Oxford approve the Town’s Municipal Annual
Budget for Fiscal Year 2018-20197

Discussion: Stephen Brown 8 Bonnie lane discussed.the Town Hall non unijon Salary. -
increases approved by the Board of Selectmen in 2017. Brown made a motion to lower
the 2017 salary study increases for Town Hall Non Union employees down to 6%..

Board of Finance Chairman Jack Kiley commented on the teacher’s contract and the non-
union employees

First Selectman Temple explained that these salary adjustments were approved by the
Board of Selectmen, for years the town wanted to look into how comparable Oxford was'
to other Towns; Oxford was at the bottom of the list for'salaries, yet we are- at the top
26% for per capita for income in the state. FSGT commented that he hoped Mr. Brown
would show the same concern for the Board of Education salaries as he is on the Board of
Education. I don’t apologize for making these adjustments and bringing the people who
run this town and do a pretty good job of it, up to standards relative to othertowns. Ido
not apolog1ze to making the First Selectman position comparable to other towns either,
although it is still low, I was more concerned about the position then the salary. Ilost-
enough money as First Selectman doing this job verses being a lawyer for years. Idoit
because I like doing it and serving the people. It makes sense to give people a living wage
who have dedicated their time to the town and a vested interest; Along with saving the
town over $178,000 a year for medical insurance. No it wasn’t done 7 years ago but
neither was the wage study and the work that went into it. We had the lowest paid Town

- Clerk, First Selectman and down the line all we did was make it comparable.



I don’t apologize for it and it was there before last election and it was no secret. I am not
ashamed of it, I am a firm believer, that people should get what they deserve and in my
opinion these people deserve this.

Moderator Johnson asked Town Counsel Condon if this motion was acceptable After
discussing this with Town Counsel, Moderator Johnson ruled that the motion was out of
order. : . _

Town Counsel Kevin Condon expleined that the motion is out of order, as the Town .
Charter is the Authority on what the First Selectman can and can not do; Salaries are
determined by the First Selectman

Moderator then asked for comments:

Tom Kelly 11 Seth Den Rd: Commented that Salaries are determined by the First |
Selectman but the funding is determined by the Board of Finance. He further explamed
the budget process per h15 understanding of the cha:rter :

First Selectman Temple explamed that we should not engage ina legal argument because
the Town Attorney has made a ruling. - _

Brett Olbrys 17 Apple Dr explained sections of the charter that deal with the lowing of
line items at town meetings

First Selectman George Temple explained that clearly there is State and Federal laws that
say that if someone is lmed you better pay them.

Dave Mckane 11 Tram Dr moved the questton seconded.
Moderator J ohnson called for a vote on mowng the quest10n Mot:lon Carried: Unammous

Moderator called for a vote to move Item 1 to Referendum Moved to Referendum few
Nays . o . . .



Amy Cote 42 Newgate Rd moved Item 2, seconded:

ITEM 2 Shall the Town of Oxford approve the Town’s Board of Education
Annual Budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019?

There being no comments or questions the moderator called for a vote to move Item 2 to
referendum:

Motion Carried: Unanimous
Susan O’Brien moved Item 3, seconded:

There being no comments or questions the moderator called for a vote to move Item 3 to
referendum

ITEM 3 Shall the Town of Oxford approve a levy for road projects for the
benefit of the Reserve Fund for Capital and Nonrecurring
Expenditures for the Fiscal Year 2018-20197

Motion Carried: Unanimous

Susan O’Brien moved Item 4, seconded:

ITEM4 Shall the Town of Oxford approve the funding of twelve (12)
projects in the Capital and Nonrecurring Fund in the amount of
$1,271,227 for the Fiscal Year 2018-2019?

There being no comments or questions the moderator called for a vote to move Item 4 to
referendum

Motion Carried: Unanimous

Ed Hardy moved to recess to Referendum on May 17, 2018 from 6:00AM to 8:00PM at
Quaker Farms School 30 Great Oak Road. Meeting Recessed at 7:33PM

Oxford Twn Clerk




TOWN OF OXFORD

. S.B. Church Memorial Town Hall
486 Oxford Road, Oxford, Connecticut 06478-1298

RETURN OF POSTING

I, George R. Temple, First Selectman of the Town of Oxford, hereby certify that I caused a copy
of the foregoing Notice of the Annual Budget Town Meeting, bearing the written signatures of
two members of the Board of Selectmen, to be posted on the public signpost in the Town on
Monday, April 30, 2018 and that I caused a copy of said Notice to be published in the Voices, a
newspaper having a general circulation in the Town of Oxford, in its issue of May 2, 2018.

Dated: May 3, 2018

Geovge R. Temple; Esg.

First Selectman
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